Nicholas Rys
nicholas.rys@gmail.com / nrys01@syr.edu 
Syracuse, NY

Education
2017-2019	M.F.A. in Creative Writing, Fiction from Bowling Green State University
2011-2012 	M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction from The Pennsylvania State University
2005-2009	BA in English from The Pennsylvania State University

Teaching Experience
2025– Present             Workshop Leader for Independently Organized Prose Writing Class
2023-Present		Creative Writing Instructor for Downtown Writers Center at the Syracuse
YMCA
2019- Present		Professional Writing Instructor, Writing Studies, Rhetoric, and
Composition Department at Syracuse University
2022-2023		Full-Time Visiting Creative Writing Instructor, English Department at
Northern Michigan University
2019 Spring		Creative Writing Instructor, Creative Writing Department at Bowling
Green State University
2017-2018		Teaching Associate, General Studies Writing Department at Bowling
Green State University

Creative Writing Publications
2026, Summer (forthcoming) Short story “A Feral Effigy” published in Indiana Review
2024, Spring – Short story “Tiny Violences” published in Lake Effect: An International Literary Journal 
2023, Summer – Short story “Maybe They Don’t Fuck Each Other” published in Archways 1, a print anthology from Archway Editions
2020, Spring – Short fictions “Black Snake” and “How to Drink from a Water Bottle like a Man” published in Lake Effect: An International Literary Journal
2020, Winter - Short story entitled “Hang Fire” published in The Antioch Review
2019, Spring – linked micro fictions entitled “No God Just Google” published in print by Heavy Feather Review
2018, Summer – Short story entitled “He Was Right” (retitled: “Animals” in annual print issue) published by BULL, Men’s Fiction
2018, Winter – Short story entitled “Why I Won’t Work at the Mill” published online by Hobart
2017, Summer – Short story entitled “Digging in the Woods” published by Five 2 One Magazine’s online journal, The Side Show
2017, Winter – Poems entitled “I Made this for You” and “Things I Never Wrote About” published online by Reality Beach
2016, Fall – Short story entitled “Tornado Watch” published online by Split Lip Magazine
2016, Fall – Short story entitled “Reenactment Therapy” published online by Ginosko Literary Journal
2016, Fall – Short story entitled “Everyone’s Fifteen Minutes” published online by Volume 1 Brooklyn
2016, Fall – Prose-poem “This House” published online by A-Minor Magazine
2016, Fall – Short story entitled “This Stubborn Loop” published in print by Witch Craft Magazine
2016, Fall – Short story entitled “Deer Meat” published online by The Talking Book
2016, Fall – Short story entitled “Suburban Jungle” published online by Literary Orphans
2016, Summer – Short story entitled “When I Was Young I Used to Sing at the Ocean” published online by Maudlin House
2016, Summer – Poems entitled “5:45, Tuesday” and “When I was Young I Dreamt of the Flood” published online by Deluge
2016, Summer – Short story entitled “Back of the Bus” published online by Flash Flash Click
2016, Summer – Microfiction “Man vs Wild” published online by Unbroken Journal
2015, Winter – Short story entitled “Highway Clean Up” published online by The Molotov Cocktail
2015, Fall – Short story “This Machine Runs on Your Time” published online by Shotgun Honey
2015, Spring – Poem entitled “Sirens of Blue Lava” exhibited as part of the Public Space One’s art installation entitled “Blue Lava”

Editorial Publications
2022, Spring – Interview with Robert Lopez about new novel published in the Nervous Breakdown
2022, Winter – Commissioned to contribute the script for “Scream” movie Franchise by media outlet IGN (~33K views)
2021, Fall – Interview with Garielle Lutz published in the Nervous Breakdown
2020, Winter – Book review of Erin Carlyle’s poetry collection Magnolia Canopy Otherworld published at Heavy Feather Review
2020, Summer – Book review of Ashleigh Bryant Phillips’ debut story collection Sleepovers published at Heavy Feather Review
2019, Fall – Interview with Dustin M. Hoffman published in The Adroit Journal
2019, Summer – Interview with Sarah Rose Etter published in Volume 1 Brooklyn
2019, Winter – Interview with Jeff Jackson published in The Brooklyn Rail
2018, Winter – Interview with and book review of Wendell Mayo’s story collection Survival House published in Toledo City Paper
2018, Winter – Interview with Lee Martin published in The Brooklyn Rail
2018, Fall – Book review of Jeff Jackson’s Destroy All Monsters published in The Brooklyn Rail
2018, Fall – Interview with Bud Smith published in The Brooklyn Rail
2018, Summer – Interview with Hanif Abdurraqib published in The Brooklyn Rail
2018, Spring – Book review of Hanif Abdurraqib’s collection of essays They Can’t Kill Us Until They Kill Us published in The Mid-American Review
2018, Spring – Interview with Elle Nash regarding her debut novel Animals Eat Each Other published at Fanzine
2017, Winter – Book review of Alistair McCartney’s The Disintegrations published by The Mid-American Review
2017, Summer – Interview with Scott McClanahan regarding his book The Sarah Book published by Electric Literature
2017, Summer – Interview with Bud Smith regarding his book Dust Bunny City published by The Rumpus
2017, Winter – Interview with Meredith Alling regarding her debut story collection, Sing the Song published by Fanzine
2016, Fall – Interview with Tobias Carroll regarding his first novel, Reel published by Fanzine
2016, Fall – Interview with Wendy C. Ortiz regarding her experimental memoir, Bruja published by Electric Literature
2016, Fall – Interview with Donald Ray Pollock regarding his newest novel The Heavenly Table published by Fanzine
2016, Fall – Interview with Sean Kilpatrick regarding his new poetry collection, Thank You, Steel China published by Hobart
2016, Fall – Book review of Jeff Jackson’s novella Novi Sad published by Electric Literature
2016, Summer – Essay concerning the unspoken influence of Roy Orbison’s music on filmmaker David Lynch published by Entropy
2016, Summer – Interview with Scott McClanahan regarding his new book The Incantations of Daniel Johnston published by Fanzine
2016, Spring – Commissioned essay concerning mental illness in the literary arts for Broken Grey Wires, UK-based art organization
2016, Spring – Interview with Juliet Escoria regarding her poetry collection, Witch Hunt, published by Hobart
2016, Spring –Review of Dennis Cooper’s Zac’s Control Panel published by Entropy
2015, Fall – Article entitled “Bad Moon Rising Turned 30 and No One Cares but Me” published by Thought Catalog
2015, Fall - Interview with Sean Kilpatrick about novella Sucker June published by Fanzine
2015, Summer - Interview with Sean H. Doyle about memoir This Must Be the Place published by Entropy
 
Presentations, Readings, Guest Lectures
2024	Guest lecture about fiction writing, University of Buffalo, Buffalo, NY
2023	Archway Reading Series at PowerHouse Books, Brooklyn, NY
	Ithaca x Syracuse: A Waning Summer Reading, Syracuse NY
2021	Guest lecture on cinematic story structure, Syracuse University Film dept., Syracuse, NY
Judge for Intertext, a journal of undergraduate writing at Syracuse University
2017	Bowling Green State University’s writing festival, Winter Wheat, Bowling Green, Ohio
 
Committee Work
2022-2023 Academic Year: Member of MA and MFA Graduate Committee at Northern Michigan University
2022-2023 Academic Year: Advisor to the Undergraduate Creative Writing Club at Northern Michigan University 
Spring 2021 Judge for Intertext, a journal of undergraduate writing at Syracuse University
Spring 2018 BFA Curriculum Advisory Committee at Bowling Green State University 
2017-2019 President of Graduate Writers Club at Bowling Green State University 
 
Awards and Recognition
2022, Spring – Finalist for the 2022-2023 Wisconsin Institute of Creative Writing Fellowship
2018, Winter – Selected to be a Judge for NYC Midnight’s Short Story Challenge 
2016, Summer – Featured and interviewed by online literary magazine, Maudlin House, as part of their Writers of the Week Series
2006, Fall – Winner of Rolling Stone Magazine and Coca-Cola’s “Make it Real” Essay Contest
 

